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Scifi fans: if you were to buy only one book on your hobby, this is theone.
It's definitive — the one reference a buff must have. From A to Z — from
Abbott & Costello Go to Mars to Zontar: The Thing from Venus — here are
over 1,000 detailed entries on the best (and worst) in SF movies, TV,
authors, publications, organizations and awards. ~

The superman who gives you this FUN reference book is Starlog and
Future Life ex-editor Ed Naha. Ed assembles:
5999 films — major players, credits, plots (summarized with exquisite
drollery), production company, running time, and whether in b/w or color
0292 TV shows: series, s pecials, made-for-TV movies, kidvid, even pilots
that never got on the air — from nearly four decades. Data include principal
players, credits, plots, year(s), b/w or color C 204 SF authors: profiles,
birth/death dates, major works, knowing comments on their styles O
Nearly 200 great photos O SF awards — Hugo and Nebula O Oscars in
Space: scifi Academy Award winners O Data on scifi magazines and
organizations — are you missing out on any? 0 Theme and Theme Again:
or, the plots and subjects that get used over and over 0400 big 6% x 9%

SAVE $15

Yours for
only $1.95

When you join the
Movie/Entertainment
Book Club and agree to buy
4 or more books over the
next 2 years

pages O FUN Extral The Best in Scifi Quotes: snippets of unforgettable (and
very forgettable) dialogue from genre heavies — sometimes insightful,
sometimes hilarious.

Hurry, before our copies are devoured by the Empire of the Ants.

TZ9
MOVIE/ENTERTAINMENT BOOK CLUB
TZ Publications, Inc.
800 Second Ave.
New York, NY 10017

| enclose $1.95. Please send me the $16.95 Science Fictionary by Ed Naha
postpaid and at no additional charge. At the same time, please accept my
membership in the Movie/Entertainment Book Club. | agree to buy 4 books over
the next 2 rears at regular Club prices, plus shipping and handling. | will be
offered at [east 200 books on movies and entertainment, usually at 20-33%
discounts plus shippnn%and handling. For every book | buy at the regular price, |
receive one or more FREE Bonus Book Certificates which entitle me to buy many
books at far below regular Club price, usually at 60-80%discounts. I'll be offered
a new Club Selection f)lus Alternates every 4 weeks (13 times a year) in the Club
bulletin, PREVIEWS. If | want the Selection, | will do nothing and it will come
automatically. If | want an Alternate or no book at all, I'll notify you by the
deadline date specified. If | should ever receive a Selection without having had 10
daﬁs to decide If | want it, | may return it at Club expense and receive full credit
PREVIEWS also includes news about my fe{low members and their hobbies.|am
welcome to send in similar items about myself and my interests. PREVIEWS will
publish every such item it deems suitable, FREE

Name (please print)

Address

City State Zip
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by Ronald Smith

blivious to the people around |
O her, a girl strolls down the

51dewalk a tape recorder
strapped to her waist and earphones
on her head. She has exchanged this
city landscape for the desert world of
Frank Herbert’s Dune. The author
himself is reading his book to her on
cassette.

In school, a young boy sits quietly
and listens. A murder is about to be
committed! The killer speaks with a
chilling calmness and a perverse air
of satisfaction. Even though it is only
a record, the boy will long remember
sitting at the edge of his seat and im-
agining the thump; thump, thump of
“The Tell-Tale Heart.”

“There’s a Utah forest ranger
who’s bought every LP we've got in
the sci-fi and horror field,” says Daryl
O’Rourke of Spoken Arts Records
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began their Poe series decades ago.
Spoken Arts has eight Poe albums,
including the intimate, soft-spoken
readings by actor Hurd Hatfield of
The Masque of the Red Death and
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actor Martin Donegan, an inspired
choice who acts the role of narrator,
his voice resonating with uneasy ten-
sion. He is the very soul of the per-
verse, alcohohc wretch who recounts






EPUB/image_0009_02.jpeg
realistic solutions must be found.
This degree of ‘“seriousness’” might
not seem much to ask of novels that
mean to inspire such large-scale
emotions as fear, dread, and horror,
but few “horror novels” can actually
deliver the goods. Either writers lack
the skill, the patience, and the
capacity to distinguish between wood
and flesh in the construction of
characters (like Messrs. Wolfe and
Wooley) or they too visibly wink at
their audience, signaling their lack of
faith in the silliness they’ve
concocted. Humot and horror are not
incompatible; sometimes they’re even
kissing cousins. But the classic horror
novels tend to steer clear of any
humor but the most incidental (such
as the Porter in Macbeth). If The
Sellkie finally falls short of achieving
classic status, it’s probably less the
fault of the authors than of the sel-
kies, whose only real fault seems to be
an excess of philoprogenitive feeling.
Even so, it’s a decidedly good read—
but more for winter evenings by the
fire than for taking to the beach. @
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The Selkie by Charles Sheffield
and David Bischoff (Macmillan,
$14.95) lacks the rezzmatazz of
Control’s two big show-stopping
moments, but in the balance this is
probably the most satisfying novel
of the three. It attempts to do for
selkies—shape-shifting wereseals
native to Scottish folklore—what
Stoker’s Dracula or Endore’s The
Werewolf of Paris did for those
creatures of legend—that is, to
create The Definitive Account. The
problem with selkies is that while
they are weird, in the sense of
being strange or uncanny, they
don’t inspire that instant tingle of
the spine that an out-and-out fanged
predator can produce. It’s hard to
regard seals, with their “‘spindrift
gaze towards Paradise,” as the
enemy. Even in folk tales, selkies
are predatory only in their sexual
allure, a metaphor for the love-’em-
and-leave-"em lifestyles of sailors
and other types disposed to
procreate via adultery.

Sheffield and Bischoff cope with

this problem with great skill,
adapting selkie lore to the
traditional requirements of the
gothic romance formula: a bride,
doubtful of her husband’s love, is
brought to live in an old house on
the edge of a cliff. There she falls
under the spell of a young man of a
charm that is somehow sinister. He
even has his way with her, and then
... The ritual is observed with no
punctilio omitted, and readers who
enjoy the solemn reenactment of
such tribal rites will savor every
chapter. It's faster-paced than the
Latin Mass, and more serious than
The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Its
seriousness is, indeed, its prime
virtue; seriousness not in the sense
that dull novels will cloak their
dullness in the pinstripe suit of
claiming to be part of Serious
Literature, but in the honorable
sense that the authors always
undertake to deal with each
character and scene as though they
were writing about real human
beings with real problems to which
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it to the final reel without suffering
an apoplectic stroke. Gilda Radner
isn't exactly right as the romantic
interest either. I don’t mean to
imply that funny-looking, dopey girls
aren’t entitled to as much love and
affection as pretty, bright ones. But
I have to admit I enjoy watching
Goldie Hawn in this sort of role
much more. There's something sad
in seeing Radner struggling valiantly
to look attractive and chic. When
she and Wilder finally declare their
love for each other, you wonder
why. Although Kathleen Quinlan is
only on the screen for a few
minutes, she makes a much better
impression. She is knocked off so
that Wilder can be framed for

murder, and as the film grinds on
B! SO i, TR W TR NI gk -, Sy RO TR 7 R,






EPUB/image_0000_01.jpeg
. Holmes to ‘Star Trek’

erview with Nicholas Meyer
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Rod Serling’s | N . October 1982/$2

NEW JOURNEYS OF THE IMAGINATON A T T
AND ALWAYS . . . THE UNEXPECTED e Macazine
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Rod Serlings

Magazine

FICTION i : o iyl = October 1982
Summer of Monsters 2 2 3 __Dale Hammell 20
Mexican Merry-Go-Round Avram Davidson

Five Minutes Early = Robert Sheckley
The Silly Stuff Al Sarrantonio
In a Green Shade T, Melissa Mia Hall
One Small Change Gary Brandner
Alive and Well in . . . : ' Michael S. Smith
Pigs Are Sensitive E Jon Wynne-Tyson
Saratoga Winter Jeff Hecht
FEATURES '
« 1 In the Twilight Zone 4 e 3

TZ Interview: Nicholas Meyer Maric Denis Shepard
Broken Walls, Shattered Dreams Duncan McLaren and Stmon Marsden

l Show-by-Show Guide to TV’s ‘Twilight Zone’: Part Nineteen Mare Scott Zicree
TZ Classic Teleplay: ‘In Praise of Pip’ Rod Serling
OTHER DIMENSIONS -
Screen Ron Goulart
Books Thomas Disch
Spoken Word Records Ronald Smith

—Q_uiz: ‘So Saying, He Vanished’ Chet Williamson
Ete.

Cover art by Rob Sauber






