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Some introductory notes on
the Hoksbergen Family

By G. Ph. Scheltens

(A loose translation with some abridgement by Wes
Bredenhof, the great-great-great-great-grandson of
Dirk Hoksbergen.)

Dirk Hoksbergen was born on May 4, 1800 at
Oldebroek, which contradicts information often given in
histories of the Secession of 1834 (Afsheiding) and bio-
graphical dictionaries, which give his birthdate as January
5, 1800. The state archives of the province of Gelderland
inform me that he was born on May 4 (and baptized on
May 11) and not on January 5. I later found the reason
for the discrepancy: his mother had died on January 5,
1809, when Dirk was 8 years old. His father died when
Dirk was 15 years old. So it is understandable that this
important date in the family was thought to be Dirk’s
birthday. His children and also his second wife did not
know any better either, for when he died on February 19,
1870 at Kampen, his obituary said that he was a good 70
years old. In reality he had failed to reach is 70th birthday
be threec months.:

Ditk was the second son from the second marriage.
His father, Beert Hoksbergen, was married to Neeltje
Beerds after being a widower for seven years. The first
son, born in 1795, died in 1826.

Dirk himself was martied at Oldebroek on February
21, 1823 to Matje Boekhuis. At Oldebrock, this family
received one daughter and two sons. Dirk then moved
from Oldebrock to the Marle neighbouthood, the area of
the Wijhe congregation, His biography says that he
moved to Veorchten, the aren of the Heerde conpregation.




This mistake is thus in every respect understandable.

It is much more understandable when you know that
Wijhe is on the other side of the Ijssel. The house where
Dirk lived in Marle is still always being used. In that
place, one son and one daughter were born to him.

This one son, Beert, is the great-great-grandfather of
Berend Jan Hoksbergen who was bérn in Heerde on
MNovember 2, 1952,

Iin approximately 1831, Dirk moved to what is now
Wilsimm, He lived there on “De Oude Scheere”, the first
lurmhouse bast “Keulvoet,” In that place, three daughters
wid two sone were born, The last of these, Eimert, was
liony on January 22, 1838, and he was the first of his own
childien whom he himself baptized.

Iis wife passed away on March 16, 1847. On
October 16 of the same year, Kirk married Aaltje Netjes
who was 26 years younger than he was. From this second
marriage, while at Wilsum, there were born four sons and
one daughter. I will spare you the names and the birth-
dates. When he later moved to Kampen, one more
daughter was born: Annigje. When she was 24 years old,
she married Jan Proper, who was an organ-builder in
Kampen.

So in total, 17 (!) children were born to him. From
the first marriage, five children died after merely a few
days, while the last child from the first marriage was still-
born (the eleventh child). From the second marriage, only
the fourth child died, and that when he was nine years
old. The other children were all married and lived to be
from 62 to 76 years old.

In a Kampen newspaper there was an article on June
9, 1960 entitled “The 125 year existence of the Ralormed
Congregation.” This article stated that o June 4, 1HA5,
Dirk Holsbergen was ardatied ax o veachbing elder, aid
three years laer wn mbnbater Ax G wn T oan determing, he

was ordained as an elder in 1835, and then as a teaching
elder in 1838 -- then he also received the right to admin-
ister the sacraments.

He would not be called a minister, although some
years later, in 1854 in any case, he did wear the current
clothing for the office: a short jacket, and shoes with
buckles and stitches. He did not wear those clothes every
day, because he still lived in “De Oude Scheere.” He wore
his everyday clothes and wooden shoes to Kampen for
catechism classes and home-visits. Various articles referred
to to him as the “Klompendominee” (wooden shoe min-
ister) and the church was called the “Klumieskarke”

(wooden shoe church).

He was known at the time to be a well-to-do farmer,
because his absence for visitations in Kampen and partic-
ipation in synods made it necessary for him to have hired
help. His own children were still too young at that time
to help out.

I have been unable to discover the reasons for his
moving about.

His second wife, Aaltje Netjes, was born in a farm-
house in Kamperzeedijk (in the area which belongs to the
Zwollerkerspel congregation). This house is still in the
hands of the great-grandchildren.

In 1861, when Dirk had been living in Kampen for
one year, the last child was born. Annigje, as we already
mentioned, married the organ-builder, Jan Proper [at this
point Scheltens briefly discusses some historical discrep-
ancies concerning Proper and organs.]

When Dirk moved to Kampen in 1860, he lived on
the Vloedijk opposite the church. For the purchase from
the brewery (from whom the church building had been
purchased) and the furnishing of the church, some con-
gregation members had lent money. Twenty years later
they still had not been paid back. Presumably these are




the members who could no longer find value in the
preaching of Hoksbergen and so sought another pastor.
They asked for their money back, but it wasn’t there.
They turned the matter over to the government authori-
ties.

In the Kampen newspaper of February 6, 1870, you
can read in the City section that the old Reformed church
on the Burgwal was closed with a heavy chain.
Undoubtedly all this deeply troubled Hoksbergen.
Actually, at this point he was no longer a pastor, for he
resigned his office on January 16, 1870,

In an old family Bible, the following is stated:

“Dirk Hoksbergen has on January 16 in the year
1870 lef his office as teacher at Kampen and he spoke on
Revelation 3:1-6. On January 30, 1870, he gave a farewell
address based on . cts 20:28-32."

Fourteen day< later, on February 19, he died, at
around 5:00 in the afternoon. He was buried on February
23. Also in a Kampen newspaper of February 27, 1870,
there was an obituary: “Died, D. Hoksbergen, 70 years
old, the husband of Aaltje Netjes.” Also here we note the
mistake of the 70 years.

Five grandchildren of Dirk Hoksbergen are still liv-
ing. Some live here in Kampen and others of his descen-
dants live in Hasselt, Ommen and Heerde.

Noteworthy is the following: A younger brother of
Dirk Hoksbergen, namely Gerrit, who was born on June
8, 1805, is the maternal great-grandfather of Prof. Dr. K.
Schilder.
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"Teaching Elder” at Kampen
by Joh. Lagendijk

fter 1795, several regulations were made by the
A‘State to make an end to the privileged position of
he Reformed Churches. They were now equal
with other Churches and religious societies. Louis
Napoleon as well as his brother the Emperor, made

attempts to call a new organization into life for the
Reformed Churches. But this was not realized.

Shortly after his coronation, King William I, showed
that he was interested in the Churches’ well-being. In
1814 the State Council advised the government to
appoint a commission, with the mandate to inform the
King concerning the “most desirable church form.”

The result of all this was that on January 7, 1816
there followed a royal approbation concerning the
“General Rule for the Administration of the Reformed
Churches in the Kingdom of the Netherlands.”

The manner in which this document came into
being, as well as the content, was subject to protests from
several sides - for instance, from the many faithful con-
fessors, who lived in the Veluwe and in the Rhine region
(centre part of South Holland province) - but the leading
persuasion in the Churches was a superficial Christianity.

They were subjected to a spirit of tolerance concern-
ing deviations from doctrine, while ecclesiastical thinking
was influenced by a rational-supra-naturalism.

Those who held to the “doctrine of Dordt” were
diminishing; their number was small. With the doctrine
of Dordt was meant maintaining everything that was
taught by our godly fathers at the Synod of Dordt
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1618/1619. They would abide by what was recorded in
the confessional standards, the Three Forms of Unity, as
they were called. Also concerning the organization of the
Church, the Church Order of Dordt had to be main-
tained. Slowly but surely, within this group resistance
grew against the introduction of the General Rule of
1816, and against the spirit of tolerance, which was
prominent in the life of the Churches of that day.

As we already said, it was at the Veluwe where sever-
al of these “Dordt Reformed” people lived. A man from
one of these Veluwe families, Dirk Hoksbergen, from
Kampen played a very individual, nevertheless important
role in the struggle that ensued against the introduction
of the rules of 1816, and the spirit of that day, from which
also these rules were born.

It was May 4, the year was 1800, that Beert Heyms
Hoksbergen from Oldebroek was gladdened by the birth
of a son, whom he named Dirk. The name of the boys’
mother was Neeltje Beerts.

During his young years Dirk heard many things in
his home about dissatisfaction in the Netherland
Reformed Churches. He even heard tell of open protests,
but initially much must have escaped him.

That changed when he grew into a man. Books from
the old writers asked for his attention, mainly because
many in his circle read and discussed these books.

Smytegelt, Comrie, but especially the writings of
father Brakel were read, desired and honoured by the
young man. But also other books, like the Institutes by
Calvin he read and re-read, and before long he knew
much of them by heart.

February 21, 1823, Hoksbergen married Matje
Broekhuis. At that time he moved from Oldebroek to a
neighborhood called Marle; and about 1831 he moved to
Wilsum, that is to say, not to Wilsum itself, but to the
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“polder” of Wilsum.

When one travels from Kampen to Wezep, there is, a
little past the lumberyard of Cramer on the right hand
side of the road, a farm called “Keulvoet” owned by Mr.
Gunnink, the next farm is “De Oude Scheere” now occu-
pied by the family Liefers. That was at one time the farm
of Dirk Hoksbergen. From there, all he had to do was
cross the IJsel river at the ferry of Wilsum to be in
Wilsum, where he attended Church.

So this man was a farmer. But not an ignorant
farmer. He was able to convincingly bring his convictions
across, and was not ashamed of these convictions.

His convictions were not modestly tolerant, as the
spirit of that day might suggest, but truly Reformed. He
was intensely interested in what happened in his country
and the world around him, but before all things he was a
man of the Church and followed with great interest the
struggles of Hendrick de Cock, the young minister of
Ulrum, against those who maintained the organization
which King William I had laid upon the Churches.

He gave careful attention to the conflict.

That is apparent from an encouraging letter, which
Hoksbergen wrote to de Cock on Dec. 19, 1833, almost
one year before Rev. de Cock seceded, but who was at that
time already deposed from the ministry.

This letter of Hokbergen was later published, with a
foreword by de Cock; the title was, “Letter by D.
Hoksbergen, about the present corrupted state of the
Church and the degeneration of the Schools; sent to and
published with a foreword by the Very Learned Rev. Mr.
H. de Cock, Reformed (gereformeerd) Minister under the
Cross” (onder ‘t Kruis).

The letter was signed as follows: Derk Hoksbergen,
member of the Reformed (Gereformeerde) Church at
Wilsum near Kampen.
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Much in this letter was about the schools and the
upbringing of children.

Hear him admonish in his letter: “May the Lord save
all of us that we do not bring forth children for
Antichrist, the adversary of Christ, who even banned the
doctrine of Christ from the schools; when with us our
God-fearing ancestors taught our young children that
according to Solomon they should be brought up in the
ways of the Lord, and when old, they would not depart
from it.” ‘

Education, estranged from the fear of the Lord hurt
him deeply: “since they are engrafted in Christ, they ded-
icate their from-God-given children in baptism, and
according to their oath and duty consecrate them to the
Triune God; as for the present, they still swear that oath,
but falsely, to mock God, for the doctrine of Christ is
banned from the schools, and they swallow the fables of
anti-christ which intoxicates them and confuses their
head and underst- ading....

Severe is his riticism of the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands. After first saying that the true Church
can be found only where Christ gathers it, he calls out: “...
how can you confuse the skeleton with the body? You will
be scandalously deceived when you have sacrificed long
enough to the idol of free will, that Baal.”

A lictle futher we read: “....our fathers had a saying,
when you want to see the Pope you have to be in Rome;’
we don't have to go there anymore, for we can find him
in our own backyard. What are these perjurers! Instead of
Christians they are Antichrists, adversaries, to oppose
those who remain faithful to the precepts and statutes of

the Lord.”

This farmer thinks only in biblical terms. For
instance on page 14 we read, “No, God’s children still
hope that Nursing fathers of the Church will be born
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from the house of Orange, and that Queens still shall be
its Nursing mothers; even though His Majesty does not at
the present time maintain the cause of his pious ancestors,
the Lord is mighty to give into King’s hearts to hate the
beast, and that they will hate the spiritual harlot, for
strong is the Lord Who judges her.”

After reading all of the letter, we know much already
about this farmer from Wilsum. De Cock was greatly
pleased with the letter and wrote about Hoksbergen,
“The wise and understanding do not see, yes they are
blinder than moles, seeing light for darkness; while a sim-
ple farmer shows clearly the state of Church and school,
based on God’s eternal and infallible Word. Just read and
see if any good thing can come from Nazareth, yes that
God’s Spirit is not confined to schools and Universities,
“for so He gives His beloved sleep.”

The letter contains 51 pages and makes him known
as a farmer, who knows his Bible; even though at times his
use of the Bible was not altogether appropriate when
sketching a certain situation, or to establish his convic-
tion.

In some places the meaning is not clear and his style
is terrible. In something he wrote in 1838 he excuses him-
self as follows, “I am not a man who knows much about
literature”; a little furcher, “In the field one does not learn
about literature, like they do at the academy, of the God
of this age.”

But the main points which Hoksbergen wants to
convey are clear, and what is important: his believing
farmers’ heart was moved when he wrote this letter.

‘We believe that this letter is the first public writing of
Hoksbergen which reflects the Reformed view about the
close relationship between Church and school. This
farmer said at one time, “The schools are as corrupted as
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the Churches; shall we refrain from attending Church,
but send our children to the schools?”

We will cite one more lament of him, “Oh, may we
belong to that few who bow the neck only under the yoke
of Christ, and that we would not be led to and fro by all
winds of doctrine; although we are compelled to sacrifice
the children, the Lord gave us, to that MOLECH, may
the Lord keep me and many of my Countrymen from
this....”

“Bedurven s de karken” (Corrupted as the
Churches), of this Hoksbergen is thoroughly convinced.
He would have fully agreed with what Rev. Ramaker
wrote one century later about his time, in his booklet,
“The Principle of the Secession” “Pure truth was scarce
in those days. The name of Christ was still named, but
His Person and Work were not preached according to
Scripture. They were satisfied with Christ as “Example”,
and thought Him to be sufficient for eternity, buc they
did not desire Him as the propitiation for their sins.”

The Reformed heart of his farmer must have beat
faster when he heard, how in the northern parts of the
country, Rev. de Cock contended with the regulated
Church and finally broke with it and seceded.

His happiness must have known no bounds, when
midsummer 1835, this Rev. de Cock, coming from
Genemuiden, visited him at his farm.

That very same evening a meeting was held by peo-
ple who were not satisfied with the Church of that day. It
is likely that at this time the Secession Congregation of
Wilsum was formed and that elder(s) and deacon(s) were
installed.

At 10:30 that night Hoksbergen accompanied Rev.
de Cock on his way to Kampen, were they lodged with
Roelof Nijhuis, a grocer in the Buiten-Nieuwstraat.
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The next day, Thursday, June 4, a Secession
Congregation was instituted under the leadership of Rev.
de Cock. It was a small group, altogether about 35 mem-
bers.

Here too, elders were installed. Who and how many
is not known. What is known is the fact that Hoksbergen
was one of the elders. It is not known why he did not join
the group in Wilsum, but became a member of the
Secession Church of Kampen instead. It is a fact that Rev.
de Cock impressed upon him the care for the Kampen
flock. In this service some children were also baptized.

But in Kampen too, the Secession people were not
tolerated by the government.

“Their rest would not be for long”, we read in a his-
torical oversight of the Reformed Congregation of
Kampen by J. Janse. “When the Commissar of Police,
C.E Nehrkoker, heard what had happened, he appeared
with a policeman, EH. Wilst, at the home of Nijhuis and
commanded Rev. de Cock to follow him to the police sta-
tion at his home.

Having arrived at the station there ensued, in the
presence of the mayor of the city Mr. F. Lemker, a heated
dispute, whereby the Commissar told Rev. de Cock that
his mind was confused.

As a matter of fact the Commissar was not sure what
must be done with Rev. de Cock. For the day before this,
when he had heard that Rev. de Cock was seen in the sur-
roundings of Kampen, he had written for instructions to
the Criminal Police in Zwolle. He did not know what
better to do then request Nijhuis to take the pastor back
in his house. However, fearing that de Cock would again
gather friends around him, he was told to receive no more
people, than a bylaw derived from Napoleon’s time - and
apparently still in power - which forbade receiving more
than 20 people at a time.
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The police w »uld take care that they would live up to
it. The first few aays this was the case. Rev. de Cock was
kept busy writing letters of encouragement to his home
and friends, in which this servant of the Lord admonished
his people to rest in God’s will, and not to forsake the
assembling of yourselves together, even if Satan would
cast some them in prison.”

However, when far off friends heard that Rev. de
Cock was again kept in custody being it in the home of a
brother; many, among which candidate A. C. van Raalte,
who was not yet admitted into the ministry came to visit.
The mayor sent for the Commissar of Police and charged
him to make an end of it. Again, that is, June 9, the
Commissar went to the home of Nijhuis.

When he arrived he found not only the front-room,
where Rev. de Cock was, but also the hall and another
room filled with people. They were mainly friends from
Zwolle, Zwartsluis, Genemuiden; yes, even from Drente
and Gelderland, people had come. The Commissar was
angry and told Rev. de Cock, he had not kept his

promise. ,

He commanded Rev. de Cock to follow him to the
police station. There was a room made ready for Rev. de
Cock and dinner was served. That night, however, he was
taken from the house of the Commissar and taken to
hotel “De Bonte Os”, and guarded by a police man, who
told him that he would that night be transported to
Zwolle.

(The latter indeed happened, but Rev. de Cock was
let free, without being charged).

Soon, Hoksbergen had an important position in the
just-instituted congregation. As “teaching elder”, (this at
the advice of Rev de Cock) Sunday after Sunday he edi-
fied the congregaiion. At first by reading sermons of other
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ministers, but after some time preaching himself. That is
to say he made the sermons himself and recited them in
the dialect of the district.

Truly, not a little matter for a farmer.

We fear that there was more with which we could
find fault. When his style was the same as that of his let-
ters, it must have influenced the “edification” of the con-
gregation. But these sermons, poor in style, came from a
believing heart, and it did not miss their purpose. The
congregation grew and had close ties with their teaching

elder.

The place where the Hoksbergen group met, the
shop of carpenter Van Dijk in the Hofstraat, is men-
tioned. He used to be a busy man, but now he had little
to do. However, he could still ply his trade, since every
Monday he could begin with fixing doors and windows,
that were on the previous Sunday broken down by the
rabble from Kampen.

Soon, Dirk Hoksbergen became a man of promi-
nence in the Churches. That became clear when in 1836
he is delegated to the first Synod of the Secession
Churches in Amsterdam, as delegate for Overijsel.

Now we have come to the most important “Church”

period in the life of Kampen’s first elder.

We know quite a bit about him from the period
1836-1840.

They were eventful years in the young life of the
Secession Church, years, in which the marks of a “youth
crisis” were plainly visible.

Years of conflict, many difficulties, fierce persecution,
fines and prison, inner discord, growing disunity, repeat-
ed clashes between incompatible characters, conser-
vatism, synodacracy; in short: a continuing lack of a
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healthy concept of the Church (kerkbesef).

In all these complications Hoksbergen is the first to
be involved. He disputes, talks, writes and helps in mak-
ing decisions. Herein he goes his own way and will not be

pushed aside.

He wrestles to come to an appropriate church-life,
and is not afraid to distance himself from others, if he
thinks that is what the Lord requires. The early fathers are
hereby his shining examples. What they wrote was to him
as it were, the Word of God.

We want to write more about these important years.

There were sufficient reasons for the Seceders to
gather in a general Synod. For they were bitterly perse-
cuted.

The persecutions were the result of the fact that the
government meant that the Seceders by seceding from the
regulated Church, had .placed themselves outside of the
law, and so did not belong to the existing religions, which
according to article 191 of the Constitution had a right to
their protection.

The Seceders to the contrary maintained: “No, not
we are a new Church, but the Reformed (state) Church is
a new creation, which before this century did not exist.

We became, by seceding, precisely what we used to be:
the old Reformed Church.”

Many petitions had gone to the King already, in
which the Seceders asked for protection and freedom to
meet.

It was Dec. 11, 1835, when the King answered these
petitions. The King forbade all meetings of the Seceders.
The King would grant protection on one condition, they
had to accept the new regulations, order and peace must
not be disturbed by them anymore; and they could not

10 smfe

“Teaching Elder” at Kampen

desire any property of the Reformed Church.

It was impossible for the Seceders to comply with the
demand. They did not see themselves as a danger to the
state, and were of the opinion they had a right to be pro-
tected by the state. They were convinced that the King
did not have the right information.

A joint petition, in which they gave exact utterance
to their feelings, would bring the King to better consider-
ations.

That is how the general Synod of the Secession
Church met March 2, 1836, in Amsterdam. They met in
a upstairs room in the home of the mother-in-law of Rev.
Scholte, the widow Brandt, at the Lijnbaangracht. In
front, on the wall of the house could be seen the words,
“De Drie Fonteinen.”

For ten days the Seceders met in deep secrecy. Present
were 35 elders, along with the 35 year old Hoksbergen,
five ministers and one candidate, van Raalte, who was
called by the Churches of Genemuiden and Mastenbroek.

These ministers did not belong to the older genera-
tion. The moderator, Rev. Scholte was 31; Rev. de Cock,
(secr.) was 35 years old. The others were all below thirty.
All of them “beardless youth.”

Much was done in that upstairs room of the house,
“De Drie Fonteinen.” Elder Hoksbergen participated in
all the discussions.

When the case of Rev. J. van Rhee, (who had sinned
against the seventh commandment) was dealt with
Hoksbergen was one of the members of the committee.
This committee was united in its advise that the Rev.

should be cut off.

A solid petition was drafted to be presented to the
King in person. This petition consisted of no less than 30
printed pages. It shows that much work was done in few
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days.

They also thought it necessary to have a catechism
book for young children, which at the same time could by
used as a manual for young children who began their
schooling. A committee was appointed to write the same.
The committee consisted beside Rev. Scholte and Rev.
van Velzen of our elder Hoksbergen. From this it appears
that of all the elders present, Kampen’s elder was consid-
ered to be the most able person for this work. A great
honour for “Oom Dirk” as Hoksbergen was popularly
called.

When they later deal with the so-called “Oefenaars”
(teaching elders), he is again appointed in a committee
with an elder from Assen and Rev. H. de Cock. It is typ-
ical of the spirit of that Synod that those who were expo-
nents of “Oefenaars” were appointed to this committee,
to bring out a report concerning this matter. This was
exactly the very thing Hoksbergen was looking for. We
can be sure that he defended his view with much fervor.
It is certain that © was mainly the work of Hoksbergen
that art. 2 of the -=port read as follows: “To the end (n.l.
edifying the assen.bly) that everyone shall confer his gifts
to profit the congregation, be it in reading of God’s Law
and Word, or a sermon of an orthodox minister of the
gospel; or when there may be the ability by one of the
members, and after the desire of the congregation, to sim-
ply and ably expound and apply the Word, such a one
shall deem himself guilty when he does not use this gift to
the edification of the congregation.”

We will show, how Hoksbergen used this very article
to justify his position in Kampen as teaching elder.

Without objection we can accept that Hoksbergen
agreed with the typical reformed decree about the so-
called “feast days”, for here he looked back to the same
decree of the “Fathers of Dordt”, whom he almost idol-
ized; that decree reads as follows:
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“Since Holy Scripture admonishes believers as
strongly to stand in the liberty wherewith Christ has
made them free, as attending to the divine ordinances, so
shall the congregation of Christ be careful not to oblige
the people, besides hallowing the day of the Lord, to cel-
cbrate the so-called Feast-days which the Lord has not
ordained in His Word. The day of the Lord is hallowed by
the Lord Himself, and we may by human decree not add
other feast-days. The Lord gave us six working days to
labour therein; we may assemble on those days, to be edi-
fied from the Word, as long as we do not bind man’s con-
science to keeping these by man decreed annual feast-
days; in this the conscience must be wholly let free.”

When Synod adjourned and the acts were written,
they were examined by a committee of four: 2 ministers
and 2 elders, one of whom was Dirk Hoksbergen. By now
we have sufficiently established how important a role was
played by Hoksbergen in the early days of the Church of

the Secession.

Hoksbergen returned safely from his trip to
Amsterdam. He was much honored by those at Synod.
But he was not satisfied. He was keenly aware of tensions
at Synod, that had not been cleared out of the way.

Right from the beginning Hoksbergen was aware of
the controversy that grew between de Cock and Scholte.
Carefully he followed the course of things as they devel-
oped.”

He did not think very highly of Rev. Scholte. He did
not trust him because of his principles on canon law,
rather than the lack of principle on any Church Order.
He was aware that Scholte did not in everything follow
the Fathers of Dordt. Hoksbergen did not like that.

Many questions disturbed the Secession Churches.

Questions like: What is the Church? Whose children
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